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Over her 2oo-year history, Constitution has played a part in the lives of many remarkable peaple.

The following mini-biographies of some of these people can be copied for student reading or can be
read aloud. ¥ou might ask students to select the character they identify with the most and to write
wity they chose this persorn. Ask them to draw or sketch this person’s porfrail using the “snapshot™

here az a guide,

Right Man for the Wright lob

n 1794, Philadelphia Quaker leshua Humphroys'

days were filled to the brim building ships with
his consin John Wharton, But he was not geing
to furm down the Secretary of War when called
upon o design Corstitufion. He'd been thinking
about i, amyway, and his mind was churning with
ideas, Born in Haverford, Pennsyhramia in 1751,
Humphreys had early shown promise in his trade,
He weas 50 valued by his employer, a noted local
shipbuilder, that he was released from his inden-
ture of apprenticeship to become the master
shipwright of the yard.

A5 his thoughts took shape, Humphreys
became convinced that America needed ships of
a type never built before, ships best suited to our
shores and pocketbooks and natural resources,

Hiz toak existing designs and made them
better, One of his innowations was to affix long,

Showing His Metal

aul Bevere wad a goad silversmith, but he

wae restless. After the Revalution, he wanted
to keep pace with the rapld grewth of the country.
From the British, he had learmed to heat copper so
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Tough Lessons, Tough Teacher

i a moonless night, Septembes 10,1803,
"rEDa thick haze erveloped Constifution as she lay
off Gibraltar en route te the Mediterranean.
Suddenly, the vague sutline of a ship locmed out
of the mdst. Cammodore Edward Preble readied
his sailors for actlen and threatened te five if the
ship did not identify hercelf. In a clipped British
accent came the reply that if Preble did not imrae-
diately send a boat, he would receive a broadside
from the 84-gun ship-of-the-line HMS Donegal.

A braadside frarm auch a large ship and at such
elase guarters would have blown Constifution te
pleces, but without hesitation, Preble batked the

Copyrght 1657 LG CombSsion Mussus Fagndstion

thick planks of wood, which had been seaked in
boiling salt water and bent 1o fit on a diagonal,
from the keel up along the insides of the ship to
thie beams of the berth deck where they were
bolted inte the hull. Humphreys' diagonal riders
would keep the ship from twisting cut of shape
from the weight of her massive gans,

Humphreys alse wanted to use only
Armnerica’s bost taw materials, no matter the effort
to get them. The live eak that Humphreys wanted
grew alomg the coast of Souath Caroling and
Georgia, unreachabkle by roads, Yellow fewer
struck the camps of ax men, many of them slaves
from local plantations, and many men died,
Humphreys sent his sen to help the men that
weete left, and eventually encugh wood was
harvested. People working on Constitution today
say her design and materials are the reason
she is still aflcat,

te make things "as cheap as anyene and as well”
From his Blended metal he cast a 242 pound bell
whase ring marked the watch on Constitution's
decks Revere charged 460 a pound fior the bell,
which carne with a year's guarantee 5till searching
far mew ventures, in 1Bo1 ke built Amerlea’s fivet

that it could be bent and shaped. He was also able
to blend copper with zine te make brass. In 1795 capper relling mill, which it Ist][-E‘i'Ed..?LIIE‘I.Ed. aut
e put these akills te wark furndshing Constitution the thin sheathing to cover Constifution’s hull
) with nails, staples, braces, spikes, balts and othey when she was overhanled in 1803,
- fastenings and fittings. He claimed to be abla
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ardey, "Blow on yaur matches, boys!™ The British
Bluff was ealled. and it was they whe rowed a
beat from what turned out to be a 32-gun frigate,

Edward Preble was ne fan of the English.
When he was a lad of 14, the British set five to his
horae tewm of Falrouth (new Partland), Maine
te punish residants far rebelling against the
Crown in the Eevolutionary War. The whaole tewn
was burned to the ground, insluding Preble’s
horne. Within tweo yaars the young man got his
revenge, warking on a privatesr ralding British
ahipe in the Atlantic. Appeinted midahiprran
an an Armerican frigate, he became a prisanes
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