: ‘l traded for a gritish officer.

; why Freble took that risk in 1803, With his reputa-

of wrar and witneszad men areund him dying of ’i
starvation and disease befora he was finally E-”éf
Thesz eatly experiznces might explain |[;

tion for bravesy preceding him, he entered the
Mediterranean. There he pursued america’s
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Ha Dreamad of the Sea and Glory

n a stearny July afternoon in 1o, & young

man raced through the streets of Philadelphia
to the shipyard of Wharion & Humphreys boar-
ing good news, Congress had finally agreed fo
complete three of the frigates it had hired Joshua
Hurmphreys to design, Judiging froom the excite-
roent that flashed in the dark brown eyes and the
darapness of the cwrls ringing his face, one wawld
hzwe theught the young Sephen Decatur already
knewy the trmpartant roles these ships woald play
im his lifie, Against his mathers wishes, he had
dropped out of the University of Fennsyleania and
taken a job in a shipping office nesd door to the
Wharton & Humphreys yard. His dream was to go
to sea, Mow the huge hull floating idly beside

Monkey Business

H.uuing leit his parents ab the apge of ten,
.hn'l:hnn}r Wills :Ii.".p-‘l' inastable behind @ tav

arn whara he worked toaarn his keep. IFwas

tramm the satlors who frequented the tavern that

the woung bay first heard tales af tha sea,

dne day, a lisatenant recruiting crew far
Songiiiation noticed the ::I::ril.l'.lp:i:l.g ladd ol Hilled i
his gars with promises of patrictic sdvanture
amel :m-,gul:l.r -

When Canstitudion sailed from Baston

hierbror in Octaber 1Baz, Anthomy wis on board,

1‘ The eraws wiag in foul spirits, becauss William
|

riission te subdoe the Barkary states, and in the
process trained a group of offioers who would
bacome the backbone of the U5, Mawy, OF this
Froug, known as "Preble's Boye" lsaac Hull,
Willlam Bainbridge and Charles Stewart each
inturmn served as distinguished captains of
Constitution

T
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|F ‘;H Danger on the Home Front

b' i bigail Hallarm Chew witchad with dread

F :'I A.ﬂﬂ- the sky reddened puver the nearby Bawwn of
3 5‘5 Stanington, Caonnecticut undar bombardment

}" [l by British ships. Tn the days that follaweed, sha

3 'i.l:l el s 5tr:‘.nﬁh tram the I:nnw]nd.g-e'. that this senall
P‘I .: vi]l.u.gr. hiod H’:‘PI’.‘]]Eﬂ. the m:ight:,' Eﬂ:,'iﬂ 'I".I'.ul.rg,r

P-i 2 until she loarned that the 'E:nEli.-:-h haed burned the
) KA

e T R

the dock would af last be rigged. One day Decatur
would cornnand thizs very ship, United Srates,

Eut before that, he would fight in a squadron
under the flagship Constitedion, another of those
throe great ships, Decatur's “college™ would be the
treachersws Barbary Coast brimming with cnemy
carsairs, and his teacher would be Commadare
Edwsard Preble. Here in the Mediterranean, Decadar
wiould carcy out his conrageous Philadeiphio
escapade, but he would alsa lose his younges
brother and a childhood friend, How bittersweet
it st have been for Decatur to retuen te the
Mediterranean after the War of 1812 a5 comman.-
der of his ewn sguadron to onoe and for all end
the infamens tradition of paying tribute to the
Earbary states,

tor Bad luck, hid faken comemand, Mevert heless,
Anthany leirned his job s s poweder rmankay, due
ing endless drills racing upand doeswn the Ldders
carrying gpunpowader o the loader. Anthooy ate and
slept with the crew. He scrubbed the decks, rang
the sh i]'.-’e-: Bl tor the watehes and stodied :I'H'Hdi:l'lt':.
writing and arithmetic. He waas glisd he hied seorked
hierd to learn the ropes wehan b months later
Sanstiiuiion met the EFEMTY, On Desambar 29, 18142,
Anthamy witnessaed the fight of his lite and balped
towrin it Serambling up and dewn the ladders
amidet Ehe srmoke and hail of gunfice, deatened by
cries ol the i:l'le:II'lE'!d anid the :pli I'I1'¢'!I'iI'IE af wond,
Anthany did bis part. When the battle wis over, his
yauwng waice jained the chers of theae huzzabs far
1.ri|:1'|:hr:,' awer S Tawg.

mixtion’s capital ta the groand] Mew it weas August
11, and the SRS WETE hu:il.r]ing up their foroes
.ug'.:lin ot the coast of her haome town, Rawr
Lenedan,

When the war began, Abigail had tried to
ignore it by keeping up with the wsual social
activities, but now her mind was preaccupied with
trightening thoaghts T only her hashand were
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