B M and an Offleer HT inberesting. Tweenty years ago, & job that had

i started out with great promise had become rou-
tine, Bhould she just quit, as she had befere! She
zat down and took & long, hard look at herself
What was she going to hawe to show for her life if
zhe kept job hopping? 5he had to find something
that winld hold her interest One day she realized
that she had alvays been interested in military
zaervice, and she set out to find the Army recraiting
office in Dallas, Tesas, Then fate stepped in. She
ot Lost and wouwnd up at the Mavy office instead,
where, as it turns eut, she found just what she
was seaking Today Lieutenant Corprnander Blaom

wornan executive officer of Constitution? Yes,

im 1996, for the frst tine in history. But, as
mether and a student of seciolegy and peychology,
Lieutenant Cornmandar Clajve V. Bloom had more
than her gander to maka her different frorn those
who came before her. [hstead of her thres sons
and & danghier, she had 6o men and wornen to
discipline, support, cownsal and train, She spent
her busy days writing letters and reports, making
presentations and working with her staff co
that they could develop the skills they needed

tosucceed.
adrnits her job is not always easy, but she 1=
But Claire Eleom’s life was not ahways so never bored.
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Maklng It Better bought & can of dark green paint and painted the

windowr sills of that Little houss, pivng it a whole
newr ook, Joseph knew he couldnt change evary-
thing, but he had dreams. " wanted it to look
better,” he recalls, "1 wanted to be sormething.”

cung Joseph Wilson watched the traffic pass-

ing by his home on the main street of Balzond,
Mississippl. He noticed that hiz house with its
faded paint and winewed Lawr, wae the waorst

lpoking place on the styeet. His father had died When Wilsen joined the Nawy, that "ean do”
“:h'a“ Josaph wias four it old. a:nd_hls Tnother spirit helged hivm clivnb rapidly throngh the ranks
waorked hard to raise six children, leaving her to chief bosun raate. It 1go4 he was chosen from
little tirne to maintain the house and yard. 180,000 sailors to be the Atlantic Fleet Sailor of

the Year, During the surnmear of 1957, loseph was
cornrnand chief on Comstituedion or thivd in charge
His main responsibility was keeping mmorale high,
“heeping everybody satlsfled,” he said. He chose
his job because he theught he could rmake a differ-
ance in the lives of saflors, encowraging and peed-
ding them to do their bast, just as he had done.

The Wilzons lived on the side of town
where anly blacks Hved. The town had two sepa.-
rate parks, two separate school systems, two
little leagues, twe saparate worlds, But what could
Jeseph do about it? Looking for a place to stast,
he decided to begin at home He mewred the lawn,
and with the money his mother paid him, he

GLOSS5ARY
+ indenture: contract binding ane persoen to work for another for a period of tims

+ apprenticeship: the commitment of a period of time a person is bound to serve another
te leam an art or trade

+ diagonal riders: thick planks of wood running on a diagenal along the inside of the hull
frem the keel to the beams of the barth deck to keep the ship from twisting out of
shape or sagging in the bow or stern.

+ loader: meamber of gun crews wio shoves the poveder carbridge and ball into the barrel
of the gun

+ Dttoman Empire: vast empire that stretched from medern day iRaly acress the Middle
East, centered around the Black Sea, which flourished from the late 13th century to 124
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